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KBIC FLOAT TAKES FIRST PLACE o) PARADE OF NATIONS
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Picture by Lauri Denomie.

The KBIC Cultural Commi ttee sponsoredd t
Locally and Globallyd in Mi cliamenPardde of Na o
tions on Saturday, September 16, 2017. The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community/Ojibwe
Nation was one of the 60 countries participating in the colorful parade featuring flags and
traditional dress. This yeardés theme was
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Participants and community by-standers

8| were able to view many cultures through

floats, flags, clothing, and food. Beginning on
Quincy Street in Hancock, the parade of cul-
ture moved across the Portage Lake Lift

U "=4 Bridge down Sheldon Ave. in Houghton, end-

ing at the Dee Stadium. A multicultural festi-

b4/l val was held at the Dee Stadium where Inter-

national foods and craft vendors were avail-
able to visit. Music and dancing exhibitions

KBIC CULTURAL COMMITTEE HONORS
LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL STUDENTS

Our KBIC Cultural Committee keeps busy with pro-

j ects

for

our

Communi ty,;

from many countries were also en-
joyed by guests.

Miss Keweenaw Bay, Jaycie
Forcia; Miss Jr. Keweenaw Bay,
Starr Dunleavy; KBIC Dancers;
Red Ridge Singers; and the KBIC
Cultural Committee members par-
ticipated in the parade and exhibi-
tion. Rodney Loonsfoot served as
emcee for the dance exhibition.
Everyone did an awesome job and
the KBIC float took first place!

~ by Lauri Denomie, Editor

quilts, planning powwows, or other events to keep our
culture well and alive in our Community.

Recently, the KBIC Cultural Committee made 20 §
shawls for the Baraga and
Class taught by Mr. Darrell Kingbird, KBIC Ojibwa Lan-
guage Teacher.

The fabric was donated by Beverly Lussier, Diane
Charron, and Gerry Mantila, and the fringe was donated
by the Cultural Committee. Shawls were made by Com-
mittee Members: Beverly Lussier, Diane Charron, Gerry
Mantila, and Toni Minton with assistance from Peggy [

Dunn and Vicki Dakota. : : : ; ——
~ by Lauri Denomie, Editor Left to right 8 Peggy Dunn, Geraldine Mantila, Beverly Lussier, (back) Darrell Kingbird.
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AMAZING AND BUSY SUMMER
WITH THE KBIC YOUTH PROGRAMS

The end of the 2017 Summer Programming ended on Sep-
tember 3, 2017, with the culmination of the KBIC YOUTH Club
trip to Bloomington, Minnesota. They went to the Mall of Amer-
ica, had a day at Valley Fair, and had a great time! Thank you
for all of your hard work and volunteering efforts during the
year!

KBIC YOUTH and Free Spirit Fitness had some very suc-
cessful programs this year. We ran a eight week day-camp out
of our Niiwin Akeaa Community Center and had 30-50 kids on-
site each day. Each week we went on mini-field trips and had
educational and cultural enrichment opportunities that the chil-
dren could experience with games, fun, and fithess thrown in!
Our day camp ran from June-August and ended with a three-
day culture camp out at Camp Nesbit.

The youth wild rice camp in Alberta, Michigan, at the Ford
Center featured teachings by Dr. Scott Herron, who holds a
Ph.D. in Plant Biology with specialization in ethnobotany, tax-
onomy, ecology, morphology, and cultural anthropology from
Southern lllinois Universityi Carbondale. He teaches courses
in botany, plant propagation, microbial ecology, integrated
ecology, and non-majors biology. His specific areas of interest
include the traditional uses of plants by the Great Lakes Ameri-
can Indian communities and wild rice research. Dr. Herron is
an available resource to those American Indians and Latinos
looking for a mentor or advisor in academic and cultural paths.
He did an excellent job instructing our youth in the traditional
uses of plants. He also came to the culture camp and did ses-
sions with our younger youth! Roger Labine also did an excel-
lent demonstration of knocker sticks and wild rice demos dur-
ing the camp. We also featured an indigenous food demon-
stration by Owen Maroney, a community dietician from
GLIFWC, which featured a delicious berry and wild rice dish!

The 2017 Summer Work Program flourished as well this
year! The purpose of the Summer Youth Employment Pro-
gram (SYP) is to provide Tribal youth and first generation de-
scendants, between the ages of 14 through 19, with summer
employment and educational experiences that build on their
individual strengths and incorporate youth development princi-
ples. These principles include engaging the talents and inter-
ests of youth, developing their skills and competencies through
job readiness, career awareness, and providing positive adult
role models. The KBIC SYP offers our youth a traditional and
cultural work experience as well as teaching valuable employ-
ment skills. It provides tribal youth and first generation descen-
dants with a summer income. KBIC SYP educational job readi-
ness and career awareness act
summer experience allowing each individual to develop career
awareness and learn work-related social skills. We employed
55 youth, who were assigned to various departments in the
tribe. They completed many projects, visited Michigan Techno-
logical University and Northern Michigan University, partici-
pated in an Indigenous Games presentation by Dan Ninham,
went to the healing circle featuring Jaiya John, and worked
very hard in their respected KBIC Departments. Thank you for
all of your hard work this summer, youth and supervisors!

(Above) Having lunch in the Dinning Hall at Camp Nesbit. Belowd Last day of
camp picture.

Our fAMovies in the Parko evl — —

200-300 community members attending each time! The KBIC
Youth Department offers community and family engagement
opportunities to provide safe and fun programs for families
through our Indian Health Services Methamphetamine and Sui-
cide Prevention grant. Thank you to all of the families who at-
tended.

We also took 12 youth to Isle Royale on a wilderness back-
packing adventure! It was a five-day trip of hiking, camping,
canoeing, adventuring, and learning about wilderness survival
skills while also gaining knowledge about our traditional hunt-
ing grounds. It was an absolutely amazing time! Thank you to
Mike Rodriguez, Rodney Loonsfoot, Jamie Jones, and the Isle
Royale Institute on all of your hard work during this trip! It is
absolutely necessary to work together as a team during an ad-
venture such as this. It was an excellent opportunity for the

youth, and they | earned so0 mucg

We also collaborated with the BALAC grant to provide
amazing fitness opportunities. Check out the calendar on the
KBIC Medical page as well as the free spirit fithess page for
upcoming fithess opportunities for the fall!

| would also like to say Chi-miigwech to the KBIC YOUTH
staff and volunteers who were involved in all of the summer
programs. Our success with our youth is determined by the
staff and volunteers who lead the activities. | just want to men-
(2) Niizh
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yton@elaﬂelde ) havplg uh o & urE hfte-at 9outh wild rice camp held at

the Ford Center in Alberta, Michigan. (Right) Youth at Ford Center, spending
some relaxing time with counselor Annaleese Rasanen.

tion in the newsletter that the KBIC YOUTH staff has done
an excellent job this summer. All of them were very hard-
working and amazing with all of the youth in the day camp,
and all of the other activities we presented. Thank you to
Sheila Ekdahl, Jamie Jones, Annaleese Rasanen, Joel

Continued on page three.
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Mayo, Ginger Shelifoe, Derek Tammelin, Marie Kovach, Katrina
Ravindrin, along with our amazing youth workers, Leah Owens, ¢
Kayla Szaroletta, Keera Friisvall, Logan Shelifoe, Matt Beck, |
Keegan Kahkonen, and Angel Loonsfoot! (If | missed anyone, | |
apologize!) A huge thank you to Tashina Emery for her involve- ;
ment in the new and improved youth club! Please check out
KBIC YOUTH page and our KBIC YOUTH CLUB page for any
upcoming events!  Chi-miigwech for all of the KBIC YOUTH [

<

and staff for all of your hard work and effort this summer! | ap-
preciate each one of you for your encouragement, fierce spirit, i
and amazing dedication to the youth of our community. Without
you, we would not be able to provide such amazing programs.
| would also like to thank everyone who took part in the KBIC
YOUTH summer work program, wild rice camp, culture camp,

! _ _ 201 70K B'I1C YO Ul H
and any other programming that was provided for the kids. We
appreciate your hard work, volunteer time, and dedication to our [
KBIC YOUTH. We will be updating and posting upcoming HALLOWEEN
events and flyers on our website, so please check it out!

.

Sincerely,
Wabanungoquay Alakayak g
Niiwin Akeaa Programs Director

l'

Pictures compliments of KBIC Youth Program staff.
(edited by Lauri Denomie, editor)
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K B I C Youth Fundraiser

Presented by

2 RENS VIEW
photography

*Sunday, Oct 8th

*$75.00

*20 minute session

*Up to five people

*5 digital images

*Online gallery

*(1) 8x10 print

Contact Ren @

(773)396-2307or email:
renspictures@gmail.com
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